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lined with satin. The case is of Java lizard skin, ornamented 
with silver. This set is intended especially for traveling. 

A handsome banquet-lamp stands on a silver pedestal and 
has the fluted columns bound in platina and gold. The ex- 
quisite shade is of pale green silk, handsomely embroidered 
in a design of wild roses done in Asiatic filo floss. 

Another equally handsome lamp has a shade of creamy 
silk embroidered in California's golden poppies done in . Ro- 
man floss. 

Diamonds, emeralds, sapphires, cornelians, moonstones 
and turquoises are much used in the latest hatpins. 

The new frames for miniatures are of Russian silver, cut 
steel, silver-gilt, gilt-bronze and rhinestones. Probably the 
most popular frame is oval, with a narrow beading around 
it, and finished at the top with a bow-and-knot loop. 

Very elaborate moustache combs and brushes are set in 
diamonds and mounted in Roman colored gold. 



DECORATIVE NOTES. 



IN decorating our homes, it is a good thing to bear in mind 
the Japanese house, with its screens, its light and simple 
furniture, its silk draping, its lacquer and gilt orna- 
ments, vases and decorations. The household implements 
of the Japanese are much less elaborate than ours, but they 



cellent articles of taste are well boxed and delivered promptly 
when the day arrives. 

WHAT has become of the old-time cabinet-maker who 
did everything by hand, from the converting of the 
rough timber into boards to the last fond touch 
devoted to the finished product ? Has he vanished from the 
face of the earth to be seen no more of men forever ? Not 
quite; but he is slowly, yet none the less surely, going. 
The unrelenting pressure of modern competition has driven 
him under cover. In the old cities of the country this type 
may still occasionally be found. Perhaps, in some obscure 
street, he keeps a little repair shop, or on the topmost garret 
of some tumble-down building he may be discovered eking 
out a bare existence. Some there are who prate loudly of 
the insincerity of latter-day work, who seek him out in his 
retreat, and, in spite of their professions, do not scruple 
•to beat him down in price to the level of the work they 
effect to decry. Poor old fellow! He is puzzled to know 
where he stands in this bustling age of sleight-of-hand per- 
formance. He is so wedded to old ideas that he has nothing but 
contempt for the new, and can conceive of but one way of 
doing a thing, although a dozen better ones are demon- 
strated. A few years, at most, will serve to cover his retreat 
from our view forever. 
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Parlor Suite. By The Stickley & Simonds Co., Syracuse, N. Y. 



preach a lesson of simplicity that ought not to be lightly 
considered. 



IT is only of late years that the production of embroidery 
has not been confined to the hand, as the great stride made 
in this nineteenth century in all the mechanical arts has 
enabled it to be produced by a machine, and not the less 
artistic, provided the machine is operated by the brain as 
well as the hand; and on account of the clearness and bold- 
ness of the work so produced it is in many cases more desir- 
able, especially so in carrying out certain classical designs. 
It by no means interferes with or supersedes hand embroid- 
ery, but simply opens a wider field and causes a better appre- 
ciation of the embroidery art. 



IN the way of holiday gifts for men there are gold- 
mounted fobs, gold vest chains, and splendid toilet 
articles in combs and brushes, soap boxes and sets, 
all complete and of excellent grade in sterling silver. 
For a bachelor's den the silver-plated wine-holder is the 
novelty par excellence on the market. It is of good size. ■ 
The silver receiver of this wine bottle is in cup-like shape, 
and by means of a syphon attachment pours out the liquid. 
It is a very handsome affair, something over $20. 

And as we run the gamut of the many beautiful objects for 
Christmastide we should recollect that a trifle sent is all that 
is required between friends where good fellowship exists, 
but it should be selected with care, and that selection should 
be given to artistic treatment, bought at a shop where ex- 



WH ATEVER may be said of more expensive furnishing, 
the good taste and comfort discernible in a bedroom 
with wall hanging, curtains and cushioning of cretonne 
or sateen of pleasing design are undeniable, and carry with 
them an effect of respectability that hardly attaches to more 
costly furnishing. The latest designs in these printed furni- 
ture stuffs are mostly in floriated stripes intersected with 
detached blossoms or bouquets a la Pompadour, with all-over 
design of some distinctive flower or bouquets of flowers. An 
illustration in question in the use of cretonne for wall finish 
and furnishing is found in the bedroom of a lady in the house 
of a New York millionaire. Of grounding in pale 6cru, the de- 
sign of this stuff is brought in bouquets of small roses and other 
flowers of conventionalized colorings. The cretonne, carried 
up within eighteen inches of the ceiling, is headed by a frieze 
in fresco painting, showing a garland of festoons of the flow- 
ers seen on the cretonne, plain gilt molding dividing the 
.hanging from the frieze; a garland of the flowers in fresco 
also decorating the ceiling ; the windows curtained with the 
cretonne, and the cretonne covering the lounge, a pair of 
fauteuils and the seats of a couple of side chairs. There is 
nothing meretricious in furnishing of this description, as 
there is too often when more expensive materials are em- 
ployed, and we would like to see cretonnes and their kindred 
cotton prints more assuredly at the front for upholstery pur- 
poses in our country. The range in price for furniture 
prints is from about eighteen cents to seventy-five cents per 
yard, according to quality, the width being from about 
twenty-four to twenty-seven inches. 



